no             Antecedent Probability of

miracle would be no weak additional motive to our
believing it; yet our not being able to discover any
such end could be no motive to indfice us to reject ity if
the testimony produced to confirm it be unexception-
able."0 The author is here speaking of the miracles
of the Old and New Testaments, which he believes ;
and, like a religious man, he feels, contrariwise to
Hume, that it is not " convenient," but dangerous, to
allow of an antecedent test, which, for what he knows,
and before he is aware, may be applied in disproof of
one or other instance of those gracious manifesta-
tions. But it is far otherwise when he comes to speak
of Ecclesiastical Miracles, which he begins with dis-
believing without much regard to their evidence, and
is engaged, not in examining or confuting, but in bur-
dening with some test or criterion which may avail, in
Hunie's words, "to silence bigotry and superstition,
and to free us from their impertinent solicitations."
He acts towards the miracles of the Church, as Hume
towards the miracles of Scripture.

14. And surely with less reason than Hume, from
a consideration already suggested ; because, in being
a believer in the miracles of Scripture, he deprives
himself of that strong antecedent ground against all
miracles whatever, both Scriptural and Ecclesiastical,
on which Hume took his stand. Allowing, as he is
obliged to allow, that the ecclesiastical miracles are
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